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Report of the Grants Committee

February 3, 2005

Members:  Beth Dobson, Chair, Colby Wallace, Joanne Pearson and Randy Creswell.  
The purposes of the Cumberland Bar Association are as reflected in the Mission Statement--
"To enhance the professional lives of our members and to improve the administration of the law by promoting civility, collegiality, education and justice."
The CBA has recently sought to support its mission to increase access to justice through the creation of a grants program and the Cumberland Bar Association Public Interest Fellowship through the University of Maine School of Law.  Grant guidelines and the grant application are available on the CBA website at www.cumberlandbar.org
The Grants Committee had a budget of $5,000 for 2004.   Of that, the CBA allocated $3,500 for 2004 in additional grant funds for discrete projects that support access to justice.  The Committee awarded the following grants:
CBA Public Interest Fellowship

The CBA was pleased to award the first Public Interest Fellowship of $1,500  to Lori Londis, a 2L at the Law School to support a project through the Immigrant Legal Advocacy Project.  The final report of this project, “Access to Maine Courts for Individuals with Limited English Proficiency” has been submitted and is available for review by contacting Jennifer Lechner at 865-1457.  The CBA hopes to continue this Fellowship on an annual basis each Spring to encourage Maine law students to consider public interest law as a career and provide some support to Maine's legal aid providers.
Volunteer Lawyers Project

The Grants Committee awarded the Volunteer Lawyers Project $1,500 to develop a web-based 
client intake system development proposal.  The goal of this project was to increase clients’ ability to contact VLP and improve VLP’s efficiency in response to requests for assistance.
Campaign for Justice
The Grants Committee awarded the Campaign for Justice $3,000 towards the purchase of Campaign fundraising software.  $1,500 of this grant came from the 2004 grant budget, with the remaining $1,500 allocated from the 2005 grants budget.  The Campaign for Justice is the unified fundraising effort of six legal aid providers focused on raising money from lawyers and judges.  This software purchase will allow the Campaign to track gifts and pledges and to manage donor and volunteer lists in an efficient manner.
